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Kpyraslit cron «CmoxxeT nu Fepmanus coxpannts EG?»

TEPMAHMUSA — POBKUM JIAJEP EC?

GERMANY - TIMID LEADER OF THE EU?
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2017 rom — Bpems cpa3dy HECKOJILKUX TPOMKUX robmiees. Eciu Mbl
rosopum o EBpomeiickoM coro3e, TO 3TO HIECTBAECAT JIET IMOAINCAHUS
PuMckux moroBopoB. B atom roxy, 25 mapra ABanuaTh CEMb CTpaH-
wicnoB EBpocoro3a, 6e3 BennkoOpuTaHuy, BCTpETUINCh HAa Hedop-
MAJIBHOM caMMHTe B PUMe U OTMETHIIH 3Ty JaTy.

B Oomee MHUPOKOM TUIAHE OTMEYAETCS CTOJIETHE PYCCKOW PEBOIIIO-
i1, WK PYCCKUX PEBOIIONMI, B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT HHTEPIPETANNAU
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Kpyrastii cTon «CmokeT nu Fepmanus coxpanutb EC?»

TOro nepuoza ucropun. U B stom cmeicne EBpora Toxe nepsoii npu-
XOMUT Ha yM, IOTOMY 9TO, €CJU Obl HE 3TH COOBITHSA, TO, B MEPBYIO
ogepenk, Poccust OGbuta Gb1 pyToii (MBI He 3HaEM Kakoif, HO pyroit),
Apyroi 6euta 661 1 EBpomna, 1 BO MHOTOM — Bech MuD.

He mMory He 0oTMETHTB, YTO B 3TOM rofy OTMEYaeT CBOIl 106MIIeH U
Hucturyr EBpomer — Tpuanare jer. OZHOBPEMEHHO HCIONHAETCH
JABaUaTh IATH JIET OPraHU3alNY, CO3JAaHHON 110 MHUIIUATHBE €ro CO-
TPYAHUKOB — Accouuanus esponeickux nccnenosanuii (AEBHC). Ee
npe3ujieHToM-ocHoBareneM cran I0puit AaTonoBrY Bopko. Ceromms
B aCCOLMALIMIO BXOSAT ABAIUATH LIECTh PETHOHATBHBIX OTAECICHHH MO
Bcel crpane ot Kanuuunrpanga go ToMcka.

OzHa ¥3 UEHTPANBHBIX eBPONEHCKUX TEM — KOHEYHO e, OPEK3HT.
CUMBOJIMYHO TO, YTO yXe Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO JHEH IOCIe TOro 370MH0-
ayysoro it EC 6puraHckoro pedepeHayMa Ha CBET MOSBHIICS BaK-
HBIH [ OyIyIIero HHTErPaliOHHOTO IPOEKTa JOKYMEHT C MPETCH-

LMO3HBIM Ha3BaHHeM — «I'nobasnbHas crparerns EBpocorosay. Bokpyr

9TOro JOKYMEHTa Pa3BepHYJOCh MHOIO CIIOPOB M JUCKYCCH, KOTO-
pbie OyZyT NPOMCXOAUTH U Janbile. B crpateruu mpommcans! peuen-
TBI TOro, kak EC coXpaHHTB CBOIO pOJIb B Ka4ecTBE OJHOIO U3 II€H-
TpoB BimugHHA B XXI Bexe. Mucturyr Epomsi PAH BeimycTHI
HECKOJIBKO aHATUTHYECKHX paldoT, TOCBAIIEHHBIX 3TOH TeMAaTwKe.
Omnu pasmeniensl Ha caiite instituteofeurope.ru.

B Mapre ¢ momeTkoi «MOJHHUS» [0 BCeMy MHUpY pas3ileTenach HO-
BOCTh 0 TOM, 4T0 oHansx Tyck, npencenarens EBpomelickoro cose-
Ta, WK, KaK €ro 4aCTo Ha3bIBalOT, — npe3uaeHT EC, momxyumn odumu-
IbHOC YBEJOMICHHE OT MpeMbEpP-MUHUCTpa BenukoOpuTaHuu
Tepessr Meii 0 3aneiicTBOBaHMM NATUAECATON CTATHH JHMCCA0OHCKOTO
norosopa. Tak Havanace opunuansHas mponeaypa 1o BeIxoay Bemu-
xobpuranuu u3 EC. O1o 3aliMeT He MeHbIIe JBYX JIET, U 32 3TO BpeMst
OpEK3HT ellle MPEHOJHECET HEMAIIO CIOPIIPH30B.

Paccyxnast o cospemennom cocrosiuuu gen 8 EC u o ero 6ymy-
IIEM, HEJIB35 HE OCTAaHOBUTHCS Ha poiu I'epManuu, 0CO6EHHO Ha (hoHE
Opeksuta. BenukoOpuTaHus Bo MHOrOM BHyTpH EBpocorosa morna
11060poThes ¢ bepnuHoM 3a 3Banue mmaepa. Ho Temeps scHO, uTo yKe
cosceM ckopo B EC ocraHeTcs eMHCTBEHHBII SBHBIN MPETEHICHT HA
570 3BaHue — OPI. i

Hrax, coBpemMenHOe apamaTHdeckoe coctosinue nel B EBpocorose,

B TOM HHCJIe OPEK3HT, kak u u3bpauue [[. Tpamiia, CTABUT BOIPOCH O |

6y11yH.ICM 9TOT'0 PETHOHAIBHOIO MHTECTPALlHOHHOI'O IIPOCKTA. B uacrt-
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Hoctn - o0 yCHJIeHHH pa3iIHMYHBIX JUCIPONOPIMNA M JUCIAPUTETOB
niyip HC, s 'epmanuu 5TH v IpyrHe COOBITHS — BecKasi IPpUYHHA
WYMATRES O CBOCH lallbHEMINIEW TaKTHKE M CTPaTEruu KaKk BHYTPHU
OOBOAMBCHTIS, TAK 1 HA MEXKTYHapOOHON apeHe. ;

XOpOIIo W3BECTHO, YTO MOTOPOM E€BPOIEHCKOW MHTETpanuu, Ha-
aun ¢ 1950-x ronos, ciayxun tangeM ®pannus u I'epmanus mpu
nosuiepocke Mranmu, C 1973 roga x HUM npucoenuHunacs Bemko-
Gpirran; o6pasoBasiach cBoero poja «0obias ueTBepkay. Ho Bax-
o 1o, wro bpuranus npucoeauHunack kK EC He CTONBKO Kak €auHO-
MEHICHITNK,  CKOJBKO KaKk BHYTPHUEBPOIEUCKUI LEHTP CHIIEI,
KOTOPEI, 1Ipecielyst CBOM MHTEPECH], IO X0y JAeia COMMKaICS TO C
Lepiiom, 1o ¢ [apmwkem. Y, kak npaBriio, UMEHHO 3THU JBE CTOJIULIBI

Hapivi n bepiny — ocTaBaluch 10 HEJaBHErO BPEMEHU KIIFOUEBBIMHA

nrpokamu B EC, yto B odepenHoii pa3 (1 Ha ceroiHs B MOCIEIHUI),
Oluio 1ipojieMoncrpupoBano B roasl npasieHus JKaka Illupaka w
Lepxapan Hpenepa.

ia cnryanust e memana JIOHIoHy HaXOAWUTh CBOM HHIIM IO BEI-
CHPANMBATTIIO IPUBUIICTMPOBAHHBIX OTHOMIEHUH TO C OOHHUM, TO C ApY-
FiM miani, Beem namsaraa Berpeda Touu bispa u XKaka Hlupaka Bo
(hpanysekom Can-Mano B 2008 rogy. Berpeua, kotopas 3amycrina
OOHIYIO BHEHTHION TIONUTHKY U MOMUTHKY Oe3omacHocTH EBpocoro3a.

[lowke na ypoBeHb OeclpeleAeHTHOrO COTPYJHHYECTBA B BOCH-
ol cepe bpuranus n @paHnus BeIIUIM, Tognucas JlaHkacTepckoe
cotimenne B 2011 r. OnsaTe ke, IMEHHO 3TH [IB€ CTPAaHBI TOTZIA XKE
CHITPIIN KITIOYEBYIO M, HaJI0 CKa3aTh, HE3aBUIHYIO POJIb B BOGHHOM
suMeirennserse B JluBuu. B mocnemyronue roapl IPOMCXOAMIIO
chkenne Jlonpona yxe ¢ bepnuHOM Ha MOYBE 3KOHOMHYECKOH H
yipanienieckoit moanepausannu EBpocoro3a. B To ke Bpems, [Taprmk
wetit i cropony crpad OxHol EBpombl, BRICTYIIUB NMPOTUB TOJH-
PHIH KECTKON DKOHOMEH, CTOJh BocxBajissemoit I'epmanueir. Ho xa-
w0l Okt i Obuta TMHAMHEKA B3aMMOZEHMCTBHUS BHYTPH 3TOTO Tpe-
YEOURITHKA, IO BEPIIMHBEI CO BPEMEHEM CTAlId B MAaCCOBOM CO3HAHUH
BOCHPHITMMATBECS B KadecTBe «Ooubioi Tpoiiku» EC ¢ perymspabiM
nosidnovennem Uranuu.

110 cKas3arh, 4TO TaKoe IMOJIOXKEHHE aed ObicTpo MeHsercs. Tak,
i Lnpocolose ecth NpakTHKa HE TOJIBKO HeGOpManbHBIX CAMMHTOB U

weennmii - Esporneiickoro coBeta, HO W HehOpMalbHBIE MHHH-
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Kpyrusiii cron «Cmoxer nu l'epmanus coxparuts EC?»

cammuthl. ONMH U3 HUX IIpoIen B Mapte B Bepcaie, u B HeM yuact-
BOBaJia «0onbIlas yeTsepkay. Ho KTo BomLIENn B 3Ty «GONBLIYIO YeT-
Bepky»? 910 ®pannus, ['epmanus, Utanus u yxe ne Benukobputa-
Husl, a Ucnanusa. YV EBpocoro3a Temepb HOBasi «0OJbLIAs YE€TBEPKAY,
6e3 Jlonmona.

ITocne  Opeksura mpoOmeMa  mepeyTBEpKIEHHS  (paHKO-
IepPMaHCKON OCH 3aKJIIOYaeTCs B TOM, YTO II0 CPABHEHHUIO C MEPBBIMU
AecsituneTusiMu pyHKuuonuposanus EBpocorosza (torga eme Epo-
HEWCKOr0 3KOHOMHYECKOrO COOOINECTBA) CUIBHO H3MEHIIHCh U
@panuus, u I'epmanus. [IprdeM oTHOCUTENBHBIN BEC NEPBOM CHIFHO
yIai, a OTHOCUTENLHEIN BEC BTOPOM 3HAYMTEIHHO BBIPOC.

Oxonomuka PpaHIUM BCe MOCITEAHME TOIBI HAXOJUIACh B IOCTA-
TOYHO CJIOXKHOM IIOJIOXKEHHH. PeryaapHo BO3HHKANIHM PacCyXIEHUS O
TOM, YTO 3Ta CTPaHa MOXKET CTaTh CIAEAYIOUMM cnabsiM 3BeHOM EBpo-
30HBI. Bo riiaBe Hee yke HECKOJIBKO JIET CTOUT OeCHpeleeHTHO He-
TOIYJLIPHBIN NPE3UAEHT-COLMANICT, B TO BPEMsI Kak [PaBOLIEHTPHCT-
CKuit  (QuaHr  NapTHHHO-NONMTHYECKOH  cucteMbl  DpaHIUH
pasapoOiien, a NEeHTp, TaK CKaXkeM, MOJBEIIeH: 38 Gurypoil DMmany-
911 MakpoHa He CTOWT Kakoe-JH0O CHIBHOE IOJMTHYECKOE IBHKE-
Hue. [loxanyii, Takoe IPOUCXOOUT BIEpBbIe B mcTopuu [laroit pec-
IyONMKK, €CJIM He CUUTATh JereHnapHoro Je o, KOTOpKIil nepen
IPUXOIOM K BJIACTH M B OTCYTCTBHH CBOE€H COOCTBEHHOM MapTuu ObLI
HOJIUTHYECKUM TsDKenoBecoM. Ha (oHe ne3opueHTanuu B Kpyrax Imo-
JUTHYECKOro ucrebnummMenTa OpaHIUK U HEONMPEENEHHOCTH Oy my-
LIEro CTpaHBbl, Mbl BUIUM, KaK HaOupaeT oyku HarnuoHanbHBIN GpoHT
BO 1aBe ¢ Mapuw Jle [len.

Bo MHOroM HDpOTHUBONONOXKHBIC MPOLECCH! IPOMCXOAUIN BCE IIO-

ClIleIHMe TOJbl WM, II0 KpalHel Mepe, 0 HENAaBHETO BPEMEHH, B

I'epmanuu. OHa cymena oOpaTuTh K CBOEH BHITOJE HAEK HATHAIHO-
HallbHOro xapaktepa EBpocorosa u enuHo# BamoThl. BrcMapk roso-
pHII O KOIIMApe KOAIHUIHIA, HMES B BUAY MX IEPEMEHYUBOCTD U HEYC-
ToiuMBOCTE. Ho coBpemennslii Bepiaun obpen peiuaru npupameHus
CBOETO BIIMSIHUS HMEHHO C IIOMOLIBIO KOATHUIIMOHHOTO XapakTepa Kak
BHEIIHEN, TAK U BHYTPEHHEH CPEJIbI.

ITocMoTpM Ha 3KOHOMHKY 3TOH cTpanbl. OHa JOCTATOYHO YBe-
PEHHO Tmpeozonena neppyto ¢asy kpusuca B 2008-2009 romax, moz-
TBEPAMB PEIyTalHI0 SKOHOMUYECKOIO MOTOpA €BPOICUCKOH HHTE-
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TPitn, Tlojr konTponeM Bce 3TH TOIbI Obutn M Ge3paboTULA, U MH-
siinn, Anrena Mepxkensb nonyunna Bceobiee NpU3HAHUE B KayecT-
W& Bkenoseca Espocoroza. B o6uxon Bouwia ¢pasa, ckopee necrHas,
"EM KpuTuieckas, uTo I'epMaHus TENeps crama CIMIIKOM BeNUKa IS
Fipon, xors eme Mana ais mupa.

L BOIMOXKHBIM OKOHYATETBHEIM YX0N0M B Hadaie XX Beka B Ipo-
HiIoe ierojieBekoit PpaHINK U ¢ HOBOM BOJIHOM €BPOCKENTUIIN3MA B
HemoGpuramin 1 no Beeit Epore, Ha Bepmun, momumo Bproccens
CTm nosaraTh Bee GONbIIME HANEXKIBI Kak HA TOT LEHTP CHUIBI U
WIS, KOTOPLIT BRITAIUT PETHOH M3 Maccwl mpobiem. Ho He crout
HEPEOHEenBaTL HEMCLKYI0 SKOHOMHYECKYI0 CHCTEMY. 3a BpEMs CBO-
SI0 CyliecTsoBanus, eCM B3ATh 3a TO4Ky orcuera 1949 rom, OPT
HIBETL pas okaskiBanack B KpU3HCE, Koraa BBII omyckacs Huke Hy-
B onepuoa ¢ 2004 mo 2015 r. B cymme nmmis YEeTHIPE TOJla OTME-
“ien poer BBIT oroii cTpaus: 6onbie, gem ma 2%. D10 GhutH 2006,

2007, a9 rem 2010 1 2011 rr. TIPUTOM HeCKONBKO €T 3TOT pocT ObLT
Hibke ooro nponenra (2005, 2012, 2013), a 8 2009 r. mpousomren
Hponan un 5,6%. O6 5KOHOMHYECKOM wye T'epmannu roBoputh He
HPMXOITCN; eC/in OHO | OBLITO, TO OCTaoch B 1950-X IT.

Hoene e roasr 'epmanust cMoTpenacs nyqrre Ha (OHE TeX, KTO
WL en emie Xyoke. DKOHOMUYECKH OCTaBasich HAUGOJIEE MOIIHOMN
WonoMuKoit B EBpocorose, y 3TOH CTpaHBI He TaK MHOTO pe3epBoB
I YeropeHus CBOEro pocTa.

I ormmane or TpanuumoHHBIX aMOuImit Jlowmona u [apwmxa, [ep-
MUl 10 HelaBHero BPEMEHU HE MPETEeHIOBaNa Ha CYIMIECTBEHHYIO

HlTOHOMIIO cBOCH MOMMTHKY B paMKax EBpocorosa, Tem Gornee 3a ero
Hpeswenamu, ysepenuter 'epManuu ocraancs U, II0 CyLIECTBY, OCTa-~
STEN 1O/ «IBYMst 3aMKaMIy». 3aMOK TIEPBBIIA — 3TO MyJI CyBEPEHUTETOR
Fipocoiosa, kotopelii Hanaraer Ha mo6yro CTpaHy, BIIMBUIYIOCA B He-
0, obponoibHbIE OrpaHUYEHUS Ha CyBepeHuTeT. Bropoil 3amok —
HO PyJInMenTsI, COXpaHSoIIuecs 10 CUuxX II0P, BHEIIHETO YIIPABJIICHUS
DI waie nacnenue 1945 rona.

Miioro nsmenmnocs ¢ 1990 roma. Ha 3amane msBecten Tesmc o
FOM, wro najienne BepiuHCKON CTEHBI 3aKPBUIO BOIPOC 0 KOMMYHI3ME,
HO CHOBA OTKPBIIO TEPMAHCKUA BONPOC. JlefcTBUTENBHO, B TOM HITH MHOM
Biie ¢ 1990-x rr. paccyXaeHus 0 TEPMaHCKOM Bompoce, Oyab TO B mMO-
HOMHTEILHOM MM HEraTUBHOM CMBICIIE, 3By4YaId HOCTOSHHO.
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Kpyrubtii cTon «CmoxeT nu Fepmanus coxpanutsb EC?»

I'poMKOH 3asBKOM Ha CAMOCTOATENHHOCTH B HPHHSATHH peLeHui
T0 KPYIHBIM Hpo6JieMaMm cTana onmosunus bepnuaa Bamuarrony mo
BONpOCy 0 BTOp keHuH B Mpak B 2003 r. ITozxe ['epManus mo3BoHIL
cebe NpOSBUTH THAEPCKHE KAYeCTBA B yCIOBHAX GIOIKETHOTO M J[0I-
roBoro xpusmca B EBpocoroze u B EBpo3omne, a 3areM B HavaibHOM
CTaIny MUTPALHOHHOTO KPU3KCA.

Honroe Bpemst ®PI" Gpina 3a105KHHUIICH TOM XKe apagurMel, YTO U
EBpocoro3 B 1menoM: 5KOHOMUYECKHIl THIAHT, HO IIONHTHYECCKUH JIer-
koBec. KoHeuHO, acCHMMeTpHst MEXy SKOHOMHYECKOH MOIIBIO EBpo-
COr03a U HE3PEJIOCThI0 €r0 BHEIIHEH MONUTUKY B IOCIENHEES NECITH-
JIeTHEe TMOCTENECHHO YCTymajlo MeCTo Oonee cOalaHCHPOBAaHHOMY
COOTHOWIECHMIO 3TH ABYX 3JieMeHTOB. OIHAKO MPEACTaBISETCA, 4TO,
HECMOTPS Ha BCE AEKNIApalliy, UX MAPUTET — A0 He CKOPOro Oymy-
mero. B aroil cdepe mocmencTeus Gpexsura MOTYT GBITH CaMBIMH
IIPOTHUBOPEUYUBBIMH.

Kmoueseie crpansr EC, ocBoGoAMBIINCE OT GPHTaHCKOrO €BPO-
CKENTHIM3MA, MOIIH Obl, MO JIOTHKE BEILICH, SHEPIUYHO MPOBUIATH
CBOIO OOIIYyI0 BHENIHIOK IIONHUTUKY W TONMTHKY GE30MaCHOCTH M MO-
NUTUKY Ge3omacHocT 1 060poHsL. Ilocne 6puTaHCcKOro pedepennyma
3TH yCTPEMIICHHS OBICTPO HANOMHIUIM O ceOe, HampuMmep, Ha Hedop-
MasbHOH BeTpede @. Morepunm, BHICOKOTO HpeactaButens EBpocoro-
3a I10 BOIPOCAaM BHEUIHEH MOJUTHKH U 6€30IIaCHOCTH, ¢ MUHHCTPAMH
MHOCTPaHHBIX Jiell B 000pOHBI cTpaH-4ieHoB EBpocorosa B BpaTucia-
Be B ceHTsA0pe 2016 roja. 3areM 3Ta TeMa rpoMKO MPO3By4Yana B CO-
BMECTHOM JIoKyMeHTe «CuiibHas EBpora B Mupe Heonpe e IeHHOCTID

(moxyment 3a moxamucero @.-B. Illtaitnmaiiepa, TCIEPh YXKE IIpPe3u-

menra I'epmannn, u XK.-M. Difpo, MUHHCTpa MHOCTPAaHHBIX A€
®panuun). B 5TOM 10KyMeHTe ColepkKanuch NPeI0oKCHUS O 3aKITHO-
YEHUM TrocylapcTBaMu-4ieHaMu EBpocorosa espomeiickoro maxra
0e30MmacHOCTH.

BonpmmM ucHBITaHMEM IS HONMTHYECKHX aMOHImit I'epmanuy -

CTaJl IONTOBOi KpU3UC menoro psana crpad (Mpnanmuu, [opryranum,
Wrannu, Mcnanum), a 3aTeM, KOHEYHO e, B HOCICIHHUE IBA roja, —
MUTPAlMOHHBIN Kpu3Kc. B mepsom ciyuae, B ciydae Kpu3Kca IoJro-
BBIX 00s13aTeNbCTB, penyTanust bepnuna nomarnynacs B riaszax IOxk-
Hoit EBponsl, Bxmodas @panuuto 1 Uramao. Bo BTopom, B ciydae
MUTPalMOHHOIO KpU3Kca, penyrauud bepnuna Obl1 HaHeceH ymap B
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Piwans Hewrpansioit Esporsl, ocobeHHO «Bumrerpanckoil 4eTBepKm
(Hoiiin, Cionaicns, Yexus u Benrpus).

Hee Gonkiie crpan B ocaenHue roasl nogo3pesaoT ['epmannio B
TOM, S0 OHA JIeHCTRYCT, UCXOOM HE TOJIBKO U JTa)ke HE CTOJIBKO M3
obero Guara, CKoJIbKO U3 cOOCTBEHHBIX WHTEPECOB, TEM CaMbIM B
GHEPE O paY CTHMYJIMPYETCsT TUCKYPC O TaK Ha3bIBaEMBIX «HAIIHO-
MBI STorsMax» B EBpocorose.

Kpome 1oro, Fepmanus, kak BEyTpu EC, Tak u co ctoponsr CIIIA,
HOCTORITO O/IREPraeTcesl KPUTHKE 3@ BBIIBI)KEHUE CBOUM MapTHEpam
HEHOALEMILX TpeOoBaHM OTHOCUTENBHO IONHUTHKH JKECTKOW 3KO-
Hosin. Mo opiospemenno bepaun mpoaomxaeT AenaTh CTaBKy Ha ar-
PECCHBHYIO DKCHIOPTHYIO OPUEHTALUI0 HEMELIKOW SKOHOMUKH.

H peayinrare 5Tux coObrTrii monuTHdeckue akTuBsl OPIY, Hakor-
ACHIBIO B TOJILE TYUHBIX KOPOB U B HAYANBHBIA TEpUO]T (PUHAHCOBO-
HOHOMIMECKOIO KPU3NCa, CHIIBHO pacTpavyeHsbl.

Cuetim croponn Opexsura ans ['epMaHUM COCTOMT B TOM, YTO
Hpoaoeeie sipeiidhn Jlonlona 0T KOHTHHEHTANBHON EBpoIbl BHOBB
CHIMY Py e paceysciennst o muneperBe bepiuna B EBpome. 3mechs,
BOHERHG, MHOTO «iion, Moxer i OBITh TUAEPCTBO, MPEATIOIONKHIM,
Be s mectrol ci? Yro ropopsar nannsie? Yucnennocts byHmecsepa
i 006 T coctamia 185 000 yenosek, a 1o ooseanHenus ['epmannu

600 e Pacxosnt na o6opony B BBII crpanst ¢ 2009 mo 2014 rox
ek © 1,44 10 1,29%.

Flommanieniin 1 «nekyceus o 2%y, pasropesmasica B8 HATO ¢
HOBOH CHAOH ocie 1puxojia K BIIACTH TpaMHa. FepMaHI/Iﬂ, U 3TO
GG Hpossiiocs 1 MionxeHckol kKoH(pepeHInH 06e30macHOCTH B
enpiie 2017 1, e xouer rmoBbIAaTh CBOM BOSHHBIE PACXOJBI U CTa-
B BOHPOC O TOM, Y10 B pacxoaax Ha 0e30MaCHOCTh HA/I0 YUUTHIBATE
HE TG PROXOJILE 10 «BOCHHOE JKEJe30%», a BCe pacXodsl Ha 06e30-
HUCHOC T (HanpiMep, JiBaJiaTh MIUTHApAOB €BPO, KOTOPHIE CTpPaHa
HUEpa i n boprly ¢ MUTpallMOHHBIM KpHu3ucoM). B aTom 3akimro-
HACTON Bodkioe poTsopedre B mo3uiun ['epmanny Ha GoHe ee ke
SELYAHIIMA 110 TIORO/1Y TTOCTETIEHHOr0 pa3BopoTa EBpocorosa B cro-
POY e TROM CHITLIL

H sosodt T ioGannsnoit crpaternun EC Tak 1 HamucaHo, 9TO «B CO-
BPEMEHIOM  XPYIIKOM MUpe MSTKOM CHJIBI HEIOCTaTOYHO». BHOBB
BeHOMiEM 1 conMecTinii nokyment IllTaiiaMaiiepa u Jiipo, e ro-
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BOPHUTCS NMPUMEPHO To xe camoe. Ho ogHoBpemenHo bepnun mposs
JI1€T aHTUIATHIO K HapalluBaHUIO COOCTBEHHOW )XECTKOH CHIIBI, XOT
M CO BCE MEHBIIEH CTEeNeHbI0 yOeKIeHHOCTH M HHTEHCHBHOCTH. B
LEJIOM pedb IO0Ka IPOAOIDKAET MATH O ()eHOMEHE COMHEBAIOIIEroc
nuaepa, KOTOPBIA BO MHOTOM TSTOTUTCS BBINABIICH HA €r0 JOJI0 OT
BETCTBEHHOCTBIO. B To ke Bpemsi, KyJIbTypa BOCHHOW CIIEPIKAHHOCTH,
TpagunuoHHas a1 ['epmanuy, naet nepBbie TPEIMHEI.

Ecmu repmanckuii manudusM Bce xe OyOeT AOMHHUPOBATh U
Jaislle, BMECTO yCHiIeHHs poin ['epMaHnu OpeK3UT MOKET MPHBECTH
U K HHOMY 3((eKTy: K BBICBOOOKICHUIO TOJIUTUYIECKOTO MPOCTPaH-
CTBA AN IPOABIKCHUS amOuiumii He ['epmMaHmu, a APYrHX TOCY-
napct, Hanpumep, Opannuu, Uranuu, Ucnanuu, [omemm. Ho, xo-
HEYHO, U 37€Ch BCTAET MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, M IIOTOBOPKA O TOM, YTO
CBATO MECTO IIyCTO He OBbIBaET, MOXKET HeoOs3aTelbHO CpadoTaTh B TOM
ciydae. Eciu B34Tb BCe niepeurclieHHbIe CTPaHbI, TO He MPOCMATPUBACTCS,
YTOOBI JTF00as1 U3 HUX MMena ObI PecypChbl, BO3MOJKHOCTH, 1a ¥ JKEIAHHEe
B3ATh Ha ce0si OONBIIYIO poIb. BO3MOXKHO, UTO HOIOKEHHE H3MEHHTCS B
cllydae Io0epl Ha IPe3uIeHTCKUX BbhiOopax Bo @panmuu 3. MakpoHa
U BTOPOIO IPHIIECTBUs BO BliacTh B Utanuu M. Penmu.

Ha ceronus I'epManust coxpaHseT CBOE€ MECTO B KATErOpHK HAHO0-
Jiee eBpO-ONTUMHUCTUYECKH HACTPOCHHBIX cTpaH EBpocorosa. Cormac-
HO COIIMOJIOTHYECKOMY OIIPOCY, IpoBeaeHHOMY B I'epmanuu 23 mapta
2017 r., 45% HeMIIeB cUuTarOT, YTO WIEHCTBO B EC BBRIrOAHO I UX
cTpaHsl, a 75% IporomocoBano Obl 32 COXpaHEHHUE ee YICHCTBA B EB-
pocoro3e, ecitu ObI Takoil pedepeHaym ObLI IPOBE/ICH.

MHoroe 3aBHCHT M OT PE3yJbTaTOB TPIIyIIUX B CEHTIOpe mapia-
MEHTCKHX BbI00pOB B @PI". BHOBB G0phOa pasropenach MEXIy AByMs
BexymuMu cuiiaMu — anbsacoM XJIC/XCC u CIII'. Ho kakoii ObI HU
ObLI pe3yJbTaT, pedb MOUIET O MPUXO/e K BIACTH TON MM MHOU KOa-
nunuy. OgHonapTHHOTO MpaBieHus B 'epMaHum ceiyac BO3MOKHO
JMIIb B TEOPHH. BOJBIMMHCTBO HEMIIEB, TI0 TEM K€ CaMBIM OIPOCAM,
BBICTYIIA€T 3a OOJBIIYI0 KOAJIHIUIO, TO eCTh 3a koamunuo XJ[C/XCC
u CHIII'. OxnHOBpeMeHHO, KaXIas W3 €€ JBYX MOTEHIMAIbHBIX CO-
CTaBJIAIOMNX OyJET CTPEMHUTHCS K CO3JaHUI0 KOAIUIMY UHOW KOH(H-
rypamuu.

IlepBeie Mecamsr 2017 1. I'epmanumst sxwia B TeHH <«3(dexra
Hlynsuay. On Habupan o6OpOTHI, MO KpailHedl Mepe, 10 BHIOOPOB B
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deaepaisniod semine Caapiang, KOTOpbIe IPOUUH 26 MapTa, 1 Ha Ko,
foplas napris Mepiens, XJ1IC, onepxana ybenurensmyrg no6exy
Ho, aeflcrmireniiio, nocie Toro, kak OBIBIIME mpemcemaTes, EBpO\‘
papasentn Maprune 1y pemunn nonpoboBate cebs g HAIHO.
ol nomriie, CJIHTT B GecnipenieIeHTHON MaHepe OnmiM pHIR.
KOM Gokpiiwin 10%-0e orcTaBanne B ompocax o0mecTBenHoOT,
Mg or XJ1C/XCC,

I peaner cotman-IeMOKpaThl MONy9ald B Ompocax 30-32%, q
NCUNCC - 12-34%. U Bee ke «oddexT Llynpnay He MPOM3BOHy,
WML yeToliunBOro, a ero npeaBbIOopHas wiathopya JONTOg,
WpeMs Onuin ouepueHa B caMbIX OOMKMX 4epTax. Bhepsrre myﬂbll
HPOCTPAIIO  BLICKA3AJICS 10 KITFOYEBBIM MPEABBIOOPHBIM Temam Hy
pieotepeanom cnesne CHAIN 19 mapra, Ha kxoTtopom eAMHOTIACHY,
Outin watpan smaepom CHIIDN u yTBEpPXKAEH KaHIUOATOM gHa mocy,
KAHILIEPA OT HT0i napTHu.

Mepreiin ke cocpeloToYnNIach Ha HAJAKUBAHWU OTHOMIenmii %
ppasias kpsitom XJ1C, koTopele BO MHOTOM OBLTH MCHOPYeqp; H3-34
MU PRIHOHHOTO Kpu3pca, 1 TakKe Ha BO MHOTOM COHYTCTByIOIJIeI‘;I
Hpotuieme — rypenkoit, Oxxuganus 3aKiII0Yar0TCs B TOM, yro mocng
pedhepeiaymn 00 n3MeneHud KOHCTHTYHMH B Typrwm 16 anpens,
CIpReTi Mesty Ankapoii 1 bepIuHOM TOYISATYTCS, B AaMOoKIIoB Mey
wiixosn Typunn u3 cornaurenns ¢ EBpocorosoM o 6exeHnax me cq_

]llh:ll 0OoRE,

Iii1e 0/111a, OTHOCHTEBHO HEJ@BHsIA Mpobiema st Beprmma — oy,
potieri ¢ Honpieii. B Hell r1aBHBIA KAMEHb IIPETKHOBEH S fe Bep.
LOBCHCTHO saKona, He JubepanbHas NEMOKPATHS, XOTS 3ro 3BYYRy
G0/kie Beero, a HeYTO HaMHOTo Oollee MpPU3EMIIEHHOE i MepKag,_
Iikioe tpoekt «CeBepHbIi TOTOK — 2». B sToMm criope Bapmary
PAAROPATIHBACT TPUHIUIIB COMMAAPHOCTH B EBpocorose B croro mou,_
iy, ubiiti yoxe bepiiH B HaMOHAJIBEHOM 3TOM3ME, TO €CTh, B JaK.
HOM Gitytiae, B ipeHeOpeKEHHH HHTEPECAMH CPEJIHIX U MajTbX cTpa
Fupocown, Korpa ke Iomsire ykassIBalOT Ha TO, 4TO ¢ 2004 romy
ai onydna w3 crpykrypasix Gornos EC mopsnxa BOChMIIECs Ty
MILLIAP/IOB CBPO, TO cliexyeT oTBET, 9To 80% u3 kaxmorg €BPO BO3_
spaiaiocs B bproccens, u 9to I'epMaHuSA 32 TOT Xe MepHoy Ipojany
# Loy ¢cBoMX TOBaApOB Ha CyMMY B IATBACCAT IATH Mnmnzrapz[ol3
eipo, Taioke Bapmasa 6suta B30eNIeHa TEM, 9T0 9 MapTa, nporus e
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BOJIY, HA HOBBIH CPOK, ZjBa C ITOJIOBUHOM Io/ia, B KAYECTBE IMpeJce/ia
Tenst EBponelickoro coBera 6611 nepen36pan nomsik Jonansa Tyck,
I'epmanms momHOCTHIO MOAIEPrKaa ero KaHaunaTypy. Tyck ke sBiis
€TCsl 3JeHIIMM MOJUTUYECKUM IMPOTUBHUKOM MpaBsmeid B Ilomsin
naptuu «IIpaBo u cnpaBeanuBocTh» Bo riase ¢ . Kaunusckum.

Eme oxHo s610K0 pasnopa Mexay rpasaamu EBpocorosa, B mep
BYIO ouepeb, ['epMaHueil 1 ManbIMU CTpaHaMH — 3TO KoHmenus Es
POIIBI «pa3sHBIX CKOPOCTEN» I MHOTOCKOPOCTHOM EBpomnbl. YMecTH
BCIIOMHUTH eIe 00 OfHOM MOJHOTOTHOM caMMHTa, KOTOPBIH IMpoIle
B bproccene 9 mapta. OHa coctosna B ToM, yTo 1 mapra EBpokomuc-
cus ony6nukoBana benyro KHUTY, B KOTOPOI M3JI0KEHO TSTh CLieHA-
pueB pasButus EBpocorosa Ha Omrokaiimme romsl. [lepBeiii — mpomosnke-
HHE Kypca, BTOPOH — TOJBKO €AUHBIN PIHOK, TPETUH — KTO X04eT OobIIe,
Jienaet OoJbIle, YeTBEPTHIA — JeNaTh MeHbIe Oonee 3QPEKTHBHO, IIATHIA
— nenatb Oonplne BMecte. Cunraercs, uTo paBopuToM bproccens sBisiercs
CIIEHApUi TPETHIA: KKTO XOUET OoJbIe, Aenaet 0oibIie». To ecTs, 9T0
«XOPOLIUI 3HaKOMBII» — « EBpomna pasHbeIX CKOPOCTEN.

B 3T0i1 KOHIENIIMY HUYEro HOBOro HET. «EBpoma pa3HbBIX CKOpO-
CTei» B MOJHYIO CUILy MOIy4Yuia BeIpaxkeHue B npoekre EBpo3onsr. B
EBpo30oHy BXOIUT AEBSITHAIIATh U3 ABAIATH BOCBMH CTPaH, U TOJb-
KO JIeCSTh U3 3THX ACBATHAAIATH CTPAH MOMJCPKUBAIOT UICIO BBEIC-
HUs HaJlora Ha (huHAHCOBBIC TpaH3akuuu. Jpyroii nmpumep — Illenren-
ckasi 30Ha. ToibKo ABaaaTh qBe cTpansl u3 EC-28 BXomAaT B Hee.

A. Mepkenb, Kak CUYHTACTCS, CHUMIATU3UPYET KOMOMHANUU W3

TPETEr0 M YETBEPTOrO CIICHAPHEB: «KTO XO0YeT OoJblle, aeaer
Oomplie» IUIIOC «AenaTth MeHblle Oonee 3ddextuBHOY. Kan-Kiox
IOnkep, npencenarens EBpokomuiccru, MpeAnovYnTaeT KOMOMHAIHIO
13 TPETHETO H MATOr0 ciieHapueB: « EBpora pa3sHbIX CKOpPOCTEi IIIH0C
«Zenatp Oompme BMecTe». B pesynpTare TOro, 4ro psx cTpaH —
Ilonbmra u gpyrue unessl Bumierpanckoil yeTBepku, PyMblHUS — BBI-
CTYNWJIN PE3KO MPOTUB IPOABIKEHUS dTOM UAeH, KoTopyio bepmun
MOJIEPIKalL, IO YIPO30ii OKa3aloch INpUHITUE IOOMICHHON Aekapa-
nuu B Pume 25 mapra. B pesynbrare Oblia HaiiieHa o6texkaemas Gop-
MyJia, YTOOBI yIOBIETBOPUTE BCEX, KOTOpYI0 MepKenb 3akpenuia Ha
npecc-koHdpepeHun mnocie cammuTa. OHa MOATBEpAMIA, YTO BO3-
MOXXHO WCIIONB30BAaTh Pa3Hble CKOPOCTH HHTETPAlliH, HO MPH 3TOM
pPEeYb UIET O IBIKEHUH B OJTHOM HAIIPABIICHUU.
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Hosspaniascs K Beibopam B I'epmanun. Ha IICPBOM MECTE, KaK yxe
G0 OTMEYEHO, CTOMT BapuaHT «Oombmioit koamumuu». Ho ecrs
HINCKE 1Y JIDYrOM  «I[BETOBOM TaMMEBDy: «KpacHBIE-KpaCHEIe-
wnennien, To ects CHIIT, JleBas mapTus u «Cor103-90/3eneHbrey).
HpotuieMa B TOM, 4TO MMOKa B CyMME 3TH TPU CHIIBI HE HaOHparoT 50
i Gojiee 1IponenToB ronocos. Uro Kacaerca Ilaptum cBOGOIHEX
AEMOKPATOR, KOTOPKI He mporua B ByHnecrar B 2013 r., ceifuac Y Hee
HOpsn 6-7%, 1 oHa MOXET BHOBb BOWTH B mapnament. Uro Kacaercs,
aAstepratien Uit I'epmanumy, To y 3Tol BHecHCTEMHOIM MOMMTHYECKOH
v 10 11%, Heemotps Ha 310, OHA cumTaeTcs napTuell HOH-Tpara
A BUEX JIPYI'HX MT'POKOB U JTaXKe B TCOPUN HE HMEET IIAHCOB Hpe-
IEHOBATE 1A BXOXKICHHE B KaKy0-TMO0 MPaBSIIyI0 KOATHLIHIO.

Homrs T'epmanui mocne BEIOOPOB CoXpaHUT XapakTep MeHHcT-
[IHMA, 1e CTOUT JKJ1aTh, YTO B HEH NMPOU30iiaeT 4To-mHb0 GIM3KOoe K
cobirim w CIUA win BenukoOpuranuu. 1 Bo BHemHel TONMATHKe
BEIPIOKEHHEM HTOI'0 CTaHEeT CTpEMIICHHE K BO3POXKICHUIO (bpaHKO—
FepManckoro Taniema B Epocorose. 1o kpaiineit Mepe, Ha 3T0 pac-
CHs o nenrpuetel Bo ®pannvn. [la u y Bepnuma Bpsi U €CTh
HIAH AR TOPHATHRA,

16 mapra nn nerpete ¢ Mepkens @parcya MakpoH 3asiBII O TOM,
Wi Lepmanis B onoclieHue aBa roJa M3MeHUIa CTpaTEruio: pasee
OHe Aeiui erasky Ha commkenue ¢ Poccueit m Kuraem, a Temeps
BHORE BOTRPAIIACTCS K (l)paHuHH. Hano CKa3aTh, YTO BHEHIHSIS I1OJIH-
(kI Bepiia, JIeHCTBUTENBHO, IO CHX HOp HE OTIMYAETCS 0COGoi
AnBepeducanieii; nanpumep, takoi dakr: mo cmx IIOp B HEMEITKOM
ML ner penapramenTa Asun.

"0 wacaeres nepenekTrs OTHOWEHUH Poccum u Iepmanmd o
FHRBE O HIepPeTHIIOBAHHON  «OOMBIION KOATHIHEH», TO ONTHMM3M
UIECL we ymecren. Pykosons Espomapnamentom, Maprun Iy
BEEHAR HPIMOJIHHCHHO BBICTYIIAJI C JXE€CTKuUX aHTHPOCCHﬁCKHX IO3u-
il O TnioKe saBisieTcs yﬁe)KlleHHLIM CTOPOHHUKOM BHENIHEH I10-
AHTHEH, OCHOBANHOM HA OEHHOCTAX, OT 4ero GLIJI JOCTAaTOYHO Ovye-
et orxon npu [raitamaiiepe. A kak HU3BECTHO, TAKOU
HACIONTMECKHI TTIOJIX0 HE CYIHUT HHYEro XOpOMWIET0 OTHOINCHHAM
seay Lepmanneit u Poceuei.

Hio kaeneres Borpoca 0 ToM, KTO CTaHeT CIIEIYOMIMM KaHIIEPoM
P ro irpura Taioke Hanumo. TpymHO peNCTaBUTh, 4TO MepKem,,
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II0CJIe TPEX CPOKOB BO BJACTH, COIVIACUTCS Ha BTOpsie ponn. Ho H
MeHee 04eBHAHO, 4TO Ilynbi 106pOBONBHO OTKA3aJICS OT MOCTa MPE
suneHra EBponapnamenta He ms Toro, utoObl B I'epmaHmm crat
BTOPBIM HOMEPOM.

RE

2017 is a year of several prominent anniversaries. For the Euro
pean Union it is the 60" anniversary of the Treaty of Rome. This year
on March 25", twenty seven EU members, minus the UK, have gath-
ered to an informal summit in Rome to celebrate this anniversary.

In broader terms, we commemorate the centenary of the Russia;
Revolution, or Russian Revolutions, depending on how we interpre
that period. And in that context, we first think about Europe again be-
cause, if not for those events, Russia would be different today (w
can’t be sure what it would be, but it would be different indeed),

Europe would be different, and in many ways the whole world would

be different, too.

I must also mention that this year, the Institute of Europe celebrates

its 30™ anniversary. The Association of European Studies (AES), a
organization initiated by the Institute’s staff, turns 25 this year. Its Found:
ing President is Yuri Antonovich Borko. Today the Association has twen
six regional offices across the country, from Kaliningrad to Tomsk.

One of the topics that is currently in the spotlight in Europe is, o
course, the Brexit. It is symbolic that just a few days after the Britis
referendum that had proven to be disastrous for the EU, an importan
document determining the future of the entire integration project wa;
published, it was pretentiously titled the EU Global Strategy. Th:
document has sparked massive arguments and discussions, and the
will continue in the future. The strategy establishes the recipes for the
EU to maintain its position as one of the centers of influence in th
21* century. The Institute of Europe of the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences has made several analytical publications on the topic. They can.
be accessed at instituteofeurope.ru.

In March, news broke around the globe that EC President Donald
Tusk had received an official notification from UK Prime Minister:
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Iherenn May on enactment of the 50™ article of the Treaty of Lisbon.
s the official procedure for the UK’s withdrawal from the Euro-
pesn Uniton has commenced. It will take at least two years to com-
plete, and until then Brexit is sure to hand us many surprises.

While discussing the current situation in the EU and its future, we
can't but focus on the role of Germany, especially against the back-
diop of Brexit, In many respects, the UK could challenge Berlin’s
lesdership within the European Union. But now it is clear that in a lit-
e while Germany is going to become the sole apparent contender to
the fitle in the EU.

Fventually, the current dramatic state of affairs in the EU, includ-
g Brexit, as well as the election of Donald Trump, opens the ques-
tHon about the future of this regional integration project. And specifi-
vally, the question about further aggravation of various disproportions
aid disparities within the EU. For Germany, these and other events
ae i pood reason to reflect on its further tactics and strategies both
within the union, and in the international arena.

I in well known that starting from the 1950s, European integration
il been diiven by the tandem of France and Germany, with the sup-
peirt from Taly. In 1973, the UK joined the company, creating the Big
o ol sorts, But one important factor is that Britain joined the EU
pot w0 much as o like-minded ally, but rather as an intra-European
senter of power that, in pursuit of its own interests, developed closer
Hew with both Berlin and Paris. And generally, it is these two capitals

Faris and Berlin — that until recently were the key players within the
FLL an was once again (and so far, for the last time) demonstrated dur-
e the leadership of Jacques Chirac and Gerhard Schroeder.

Fhis situation never stopped London from finding its own niches in
whieh to build its privileged relations with one counterpart, and then
with the other. Everyone remembers a meeting between Tony Blair
ail Jncques Chirac in France’s Saint-Malo in 2008. The meeting that
lnched the joint foreign policies and security policies of the Euro-
pean Union

Later Britain and France reached an unprecedented level of mili-
ity cooperation when they signed the Lancaster Treaties in 2011.
Apuin, these two countries have played the key and, I must add, an un-
futtunate role in the military intervention in Libya. In the following
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years London kept growing closer with Berlin due to the economig
and administrative modernization of the European Union. At the sam¢
time, Paris sided with the countries of the Southern Europe, speaking
against the policy of austerity that had been much vaunted by Ger
many. But whatever the dynamics within this triangle, in time its ver:
tices came to be widely perceived as the EU’s Big Three, with regul
inclusion of Italy.

But we must note that this situation is rapidly changing. The EU
practices not only informal summits and meeting of the Europea
Council, but informal mini-summits as well. One of them was held in
Versailles in March and was attended by the Big Four. But what Big
Four are we talking about? They were France, Germany, Italy and
Spain, in place of the UK. The European Union has a new Big Four,
without London.

After Brexit, the problem with restatement of the France-German
axis is that both France and Germany have changed greatly since the;
first decades of the European Union (then named the European Economic
Community). The relative weight of the former has declined dramatically,
while the relative weight of the latter has grown massively.

Over the recent years, the economy of France has been in a rather
difficult situation. It has been regularly speculated that the country
might become the next weak link in the Eurozone. It has been led fo

several years by a socialist President with an unprecedented level off§f

unpopularity, while the center-right of the French political party sys-
tem is fragmented, and the center is in limbo of sorts: Emmanuel Ma-
cron is not backed by any powerful political movement. 1 dare say this
is the first such situation in the history of the Fifth Republic, with the
exception of the legendary De Gaulle who, before coming to power,
was a political heavyweight in his own right, without a political party.
Amid disorientation of the French political establishment and uncer-
tainly of the country’s future, we witness the National Front led by
Marine Le Pen scoring gains.

The processes that have been developing in recent years, or at least
until recently, in Germany are largely the opposite. The country has
managed to turn to its own advantage the idea of the supranational na-
ture of the EU and its common currency. Bismarck talked about the
nightmare of coalitions, implying their fluidity and instability. But to-:
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day s Berhin has taken hold of controls that allow it to gain influence
ety theongh internal and external coalitions.

Lol e look at the country’s economy. It remained rather steady
Hiraghout the first phase of the 2008—2009 crisis, reaffirming its
Sepiation an o driver for European integration. Over the years, both
dnsmplayment and inflation have remained under contrg] Angela
MEkel bevame n widely recognized heavyweight figure iy the Euro-
g Liton. Mather flattering than critical, an observation that Ger-
HIHY I ton Big for Burope, but too small for the world hag pecome a
popinilan tden

With De Gaulle's France possibly receding into the past in the
purly 20" century for good and with the new wave of Euroscepticism
i the UK and throughout Europe, hopes are now placed on Berlin,
aloang with Brussels, to become the center of power and inflyence that
cun pudl the region out of a great many problems. But ong must not
sverestimate the economic system of Germany. Throughqyt its exis-
Wiee, with the starting point set in 1949, the Federal Republic of
Giermany has gone through six crises where its GDP decliped below
sern From 2004 11l 2015 the country had only a total of four years
Whate s GDP grew by more than 2%. These were 2006, 2007, and
then 2010 and 2011, For several years, the GDP growth Wags less than
UHE percent (2005, 2012, 2013), and in 2009 it droppeq by 5.6%.
Fheie s no economic miracle of Germany to talk about; if there was
aiy, i atayed in the 1950s.

LIver the recent years, Germany looked better against the backdrop
of thowe who looked even worse. While still the most POwerful econ-
sy i the ELL the country does not have many more resoyrces to ac-
velerate its growth,

I contrant to the traditional ambitions of London and Paris, until
feently Germany did not seek any significant autonomy for jts poli-
s within the EU, and even less so outside of it. The Sovereignty of
Hiermany remained, and essentially remains today behind two locks.

Fhe st lock is the sovereignty pool of the European Unigy that im-
jises voluntary limitations to the sovereignty of any country that joins
the Union. And the second lock is the rudimentary elementg of exter-

il control of the Federal Republic of Germany, a legacy dating back
to 1945

3
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A lot has changed since 1990. There is a well-known thesis in th
West that the fall of the Berlin Wall has resolved the issue of commu:
nism, but reopened the issue of Germany. And it is true that in on
form or another, discussions of the issue of Germany were ongoin
throughout the 1990s, whether in a positive or negative sense.

Berlin’s opposition to Washington on the issue of the Iraq invasio
in 2003 was the country’s strong claim for independence in decision
making. Some time later Germany demonstrated its leadership abili
amid the budget and debt crisis in the EU and the Eurozone, and the
again at the early stages of the migrant crisis. !

For a long time, Germany has been a hostage to the same paradig
that affects the European Union as a whole: an economic colossus, po
litically it weighs little. Of course, during the recent decade th
asymmetry of the economic power of the EU and immaturity of it
foreign policies have been gradually finding balance. But despite an
declarations, it appears that they will not reach parity in the near fu
ture. In this area, Brexit could have consequences that are entirely
contradictory.

Logically, having broken free from the British Euroscepticism, th
key countries of the EU could actively pursue their common foreig
policies and security and defense policies. After the British referen
dum, these aspirations were soon brought up, for example, at the in-
formal meeting of High Representative of the European Union fo
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica Mogherini with foreign
ministers of the EU member states in Bratislava in September 2016.
The topic was again a prominent part of a joint document entitled «A
Strong Europe in a World of Uncertainties» (signed by Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, the now-President of Germany, and by Jean-Marc Ay-
rault, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs). The document sug-
gested that the EU member states should sign a European security.
treaty.

The political ambition of Germany was heavily tested by the debt

crisis in a number of countries (Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Spain), and

then, of course, over the last two years, by the migrant crisis. In case
of the former, as a result of the debt crisis, the reputation of Berlin suf-
fered a blow in the eyes of Southern Europe, including France and It-

aly. In case of the latter, during the migrant crisis, Berlin’s reputation
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sitlteredd in the eyes of Central Europe, particularly, the Visegrad Four
{Paland, Slovakia, C'zech Republic and Hungary).

i the tecent years, more and more countries have come to suspect
Clermany of seting not only and not so much for the common benefit,
Bl tather i s own interest, thus again boosting the discourse of the
sircalled national selfishness in the European Union.

Muteaver, Germany is being constantly criticized both from within
the LU ad by the US for placing overwhelmingly harsh demands on
e partners with regards to the austerity policy. And simultaneously
Bethin continues to rely on the aggressive export focus of the German
ceahiomy

Ax i result, the political assets of Germany, amassed during its fat
yents and at the beginning of the financial economic crisis have worn
very thin

I he bright side of Brexit for Germany is that further alienation of
L ondon from the continental Europe once again brings up the issue of
Behin's leadership in Europe. There are many «buts» here, of course.
Can lesderhip do without hard power? What does data say? The
stiength of the Bundeswehr in 2016 was 185,000 in personnel, com-
patedd o 600,000 before the unification of Germany. Between 2009
wind 2014 the share of the country’s defense spending in its GDP de-
greaned from 1.44% to 1.29%.

Fxemplary is the «2% discussion» that has flared up at the NATO
with Trump's ascension to power. Germany, and that has become ap-
patent at the Munich Security Conference in February 2017, does not
Wanl o taise it military spending and opens the question that security
spending should include not just the «military hardware,» but all secu-
(Y eapenses (e, g, the country has spent twenty million euro on mi-
grant crinin management). Here Germany’s position contradicts its
it enthisiasm for gradual adoption of hard power in the EU.

Ihe new Gilobal Strategy of the EU says outright that «in this frag-
e wonld, soft power is not enough.» We can also think again about
the joint Steinmeler-Ayrault document that expresses roughly the
sittie tden Bt at the same time Berlin remains antipathetic to the
Butddup of it own hard power, albeit with decreasing conviction and
lensity. Allin all, for now we are dealing with a hesitant leader phe-
ponnenon where the leader in many respects considers the responsibil-
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ity to be a burden. At the same time, the culture of military restrai
that is traditional for Germany is showing its first cracks.

If Germany’s pacifism continues to dominate in the future, instea
of heightening the role of Germany, Brexit could have an opposite e
fect: it could vacate political space for ambitions of countries othe
than Germany, for example, for France, Italy, Spain, or Poland. Bu
naturally, it raises many questions, and the saying that goes «natur
abhors a vacuum» might not work in this case. Out of the above coun
tries, none seems to have the resources, capacity and the will to as
sume any bigger role. The situation might change should Emmanue
Macron win the Presidential election in France and Matteo Renzi re
turn to power in Italy.

For today, Germany remains among the most Euro-optimisti
countries in the European Union. According to the opinion poll held i
Germany on March 23, 2017, 45% of Germans believe that EU mem
bership is beneficial for the country, and 75% would vote to stay i
the EU if such referendum was organized.

Much depends on the results of the September election in Ger
many. The race is once again between the two key powers — the alli
ance of CDU/CSU and the SPD. But whatever the result, the powe
will belong to one coalition or the other. Today a single-party gov:
ernment in Germany is only possible in theory. According to the sam
polls, the majority of Germans support a large coalition, i. e
CDU/CSU and SPD. At the same time, each of the two component
will strive to create a coalition in a different configuration.

Germany spent the first months of 2017 in the shadow of the
Schultz effect. It kept gaining momentum until at least the Saarlan ‘
elections on March 26, where Merkel’s party, the CDU, secured
solid victory. But after the former President of the European Parlia
ment Martin Schultz attempted to try his hand in the national politics
the SPD has unprecedentedly, in a single leap closed its 10% gap with
the CDU/CSU according to opinion polls.

On average, opinion polls showed that social democrats had the

support of 30-32%, and the CDU/CSU would get 32-34%. And yet,
the Schultz effect did not appear to be stable, and his election platform

had for a long time remained outlined without much detail. Schultz for
the first time talked at length about the key election topics at the ex-
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Banidinary SIPD congress on March 19, where he was unanimously
elected the leader of the SPD and his candidacy to the position of the
£ haneellor was approved.

At the same time, Merkel focused on mending relations with the
feht wing of the CDU, that were injured by the issues related to the
sugrant erisis, and on the accompanying problem — the Turkey prob-
ot The expectation was that after the Turkish constitutional referen-
diin o April 16, the issues between Ankara and Berlin might deesca-
late, andd the threat of Turkey’s withdrawal from its Refugee Deal with
the EL would be avoided.

Another problem for Berlin, this one relatively recent, is its rela-
tons with Poland, Here the stumbling point is not the supremacy of
low, not libernl democracy, even though that is what’s discussed most
ulten, but something much more grounded and materialistic — the
Notd Stream 2 project, In this dispute, Warsaw uses the principles of
FA solidarity for its own benefit, accusing Berlin of national selfish-
penn il disrepard of the interest of mid-sized and small countries of
the FLL When Poland is reminded that since 2004 it has received
st B0 Billion euro from the structural funds of the EU, it responds
that BO% of each euro was returned to Brussels, and that during the
satne period Germuny has sold 55 billion euro worth of products to
Folund. Warsaw was also enraged when on March 9 Donald Tusk, a
Pule, wan reelected as the President of the European Council against
e will for two and a half more years, with full support from Ger-
sty Tusk s o staunch opponent of the ruling Polish Law and Justice
party led by Jaroslaw Kaczynski.

Another apple of discord for the EU powerhouses — first of all, for
Cletmmny and the smaller EU countries — is the European concept of a
st speed Furope, There is another inside fact about the Brussels summit
of Musch 9 On March 1, the European Commission published its White
Faper that presents five development scenarios for the EU for the next
few years The first one continues the course, the second one pre-
setves only n common market, the third one proclaims that whoever
Wit tore should do more, the fourth one is for doing less with higher ef-
Heteney, and the fifth one is for doing more together. The third scenario
is thought to be favored by Brussels: whoever wants more, should do
e In the end, it 18 about the same old multi-speed Europe.
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There is nothing new about this concept. The concept of a multil
speed Europe was fully reflected in the Eurozone project. Nineteer
out of twenty eight countries are members of the Eurozone, and onl
ten of those are for the proposed financial transaction tax. Another e
ample is the Schengen Area that includes only 22 countries out of 28.

It is believed that Angela Merkel leans towards a combination o
the third and fourth scenarios: whoever wants more should do morg
plus doing less with higher efficiency. The President of the Europeat
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker favors a combination of the thirg
and firth scenarios: multi-speed Europe plus doing more together. A
ter a number of countries — Poland and the other members of the
Visegrad Four and Romania — spoke strongly against the idea that was
supported by Berlin, the signing of the anniversary Rome Declaration
on March 25 was put into question. In the end, a vaguer and broadet
wording was used to satisfy every party, which was made official by
Merkel at the post-summit press conference. She confirmed that inte
gration can be achieved at various speeds, as long as everyone moves
in the same direction.

Now back to the elections in Germany. The current leader is the
«big coalition» option that we have discussed earlier. But the green-
red-green color palette has its chances, too. These colors are the SPD
the Left and the Alliance-90/The Greens. The problem is that together
these three powers do not make up 50 or more per cent of votes. The
Free Democratic Party failed to take any seats in the Bundestag in
2013, but today it has some 6—7% and has a shot at rejoining the Par-
liament. The Alternative for Germany is a non-system political force
whose support level is at 10-11%. Nevertheless, it is considered a
party non-grata for all other players and has no chance to join any rul-
ing coalition. ]

After the election, German politics will remain mainstream in na-
ture, it can’t be expected to offer anything close to the events in the
US or the UK. In its foreign policies it will manifest in the desire to
revive the French-German tandem within the EU. At the very least,
that is what French centrists expect to happen. And Berlin does not
seem to have any other options.

During his March 16 meeting with Merkel, Emmanuel Macron said
that over the last two years Germany has changed its strategy: it used
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i pidoritize tapprochement with Russia and China, but now it is com-
e bk 1o France, It must be noted that Berlin’s foreign policies iy
decdd temnin ather undiversified; in fact, there is still no Departmeng
ol Asin in the German Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Speaking nbout the potential for Russia-Germany relations undey
the tevamped «big coalition», there is no room for optimism. As the
hewd of the Furopean Parliament, Martin Schultz has always begy
steighttorward in his anti-Russian position. He is also a strong advy.

vate ol value-based foreign policies, which is an obvious deviation
fom Steinmeler’'s position. And obviously, such an ideological ap_
prome b only means trouble to the Russia-Germany relations.

With regard to whoever becomes the next Chancellor of Germany,
the intrigue (8 obvious, It’s hard to imagine that Merkel, having servedq
thiee termu at the top, would accept a secondary role. But it is alsg
clent that Schultz did not voluntarily withdraw from Presidency at the
Furopean Parliament to become second in Germany.
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